


Planta Alta is an artistic and research residency space curated and managed by the 
cultural association hablarenarte. Located in the city of Madrid, it is a project permeable to 
independent initiatives, cultural institutions and artistic agents, both local and foreign ones. 
Starting from specific working interests, experiences and possibilities, Planta Alta proposes 
a transdisciplinary programme that goes beyond artistic practice, building relations and 
affective networks.

ABOUT



Eclectic in character, Planta Alta reflects our own 
praxis: extensive and bastard, elusive to
categorizing definitions. It is a project open to 
contamination and in dialogue with the chan-
ging environment that we inhabit. 

The residency program is intersected by a key 
enquiry: how do we imagine ourselves being 
together? This open question takes today new 
possible answers in the face of the socioecono-
mic, ecological and political crisis that critically 
influence how we relate to each other and to our 
surroundings. 

For this reason, from Planta Alta we employ ar-
tistic practice as a means to configure other so-
cial settings: we believe that it is our ability to 
conceive and create diverse scenarios what may 
alter the quality, viability and diversity of liveli-
hoods present and future.

To imagine is to shake the possible.

A SPACE IN WHICH TO 
IMAGINE US TOGETHER



New Institutionalism

hablarenarte understands itself as an in/inter/dependent cultural platform, in-
serted in a broader ecosystem in which small, medium and large-scale agents 
operate, and where an open, careful, permeable, recursive and redistributive 
institutionality is at play. In the face of the genealogies of neoliberalism and 
its vision of society as a hierarchical knot of contracts, hablarenarte seeks 
to rethink the role of (cultural) institutions in society, practicing feminist, 
cooperativist and associative economies and promoting equalitarian social 
relations. #notar #caravana #thenewdictionaryofoldideas #encura #resi-
denciesexchange

Art and education

hablarenarte works on the intersection of art and education as a suitable 
space for meeting, learning, criticizing and enjoying. In the framework of 
formal education as well as in non-formal settings, artistic education and 
cultural mediation make art a common resource through which to reinvent 
desirable ways of living and world creating. #returntothepatio #notar 
#detour

CURRENT LINES OF WORK
PLANTA ALTA / HABLARENARTE



Care, ecology and ways of living

Taking as a starting point the deep ecological crisis surrounding us, ha-
blarenarte seeks to build through its doing, its projects and residences, 
eco-social alternatives and sustainable ways of working that put life in the 
center. #detour #onafulltimebasis #perimetreofaction #antidote

Old age and childhood

Resisting the dominant productivist and adult-centric paradigm, hablare-
narte considers the urgent need to defend inclusive societies capable of 
relating, listening and empowering varied subjectivities, in particular those 
of children and old people. Cultural spaces must, in our opinion, be privileged 
laboratories in which to test forms of intergenerational justice. #returnto-
thepatio #schoolofaging #thecityofbodiesthatenjoy



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

A platform that 
works like a 

connector to the 
environment, 

tightly linked with 
the territory and 
its local agents.

CONTEXT PERMEABILITY

A device open to 
contamination 

and redefinition 
in collaboration 

and dialogue with 
other colleagues 

and organizations.

CO-RESPONSIBILITY

Beyond its housing 
function, Planta Alta 
aspires to create a 

network of attentive 
affinities by which 

those involved in the 
project turn into active 

participants.

MOBILITY

Stimulate flows 
between local 

and international 
practitioners, 

facilitating 
collaborations

inside and beyond 
Madrid.



The center of Madrid is increasingly an area of   services and 
tourism that little by little derives its local residents towards the 
suburbs and other peripheral neighbourhoods.

Planta Alta, located next to the Plaza Mayor, underpins the local 
scene, seeking to facilitate communications and exchanges 
between those who resist in the area and other agents.

LOCATION

HERE! :-)



THE PROGRAMME

With these three formats, our main objective is to develop a stable programme of 
residences, stimulating research and experimentation, processes generally invisible 
in the face of the urgency for a final product. 

Since 2019 we have collaborated with different counterparts such as the Museo 
Nacional Reina Sofía (MNRS), CentroCentro, CA2M, Hangar Barcelona,   Festival In-
Sonora, Estampa, La Casa Encendida, F2 Gallery, The Ryder, MACBA, Centro Cultural 
Condeduque, MeetFactory (Prague), SilkMuseum (Georgia) and Trafo (Poland), 
among others.

Planta Alta / hablarenarte is part of the Museo Situado (Situated Museum), an active 
collaborative network of local groups and associations of the Lavapiés neighbour-
hood in which the Reina Sofía Museum also participates.

ARTISTIC AND CURATORIAL 
RESEARCH RESIDENCIES

MEDIATION AND EDUCATION 
RESIDENCIES

IN CONTEXT 
RESIDENCIES



In January 2019, hablarenarte was 
awarded one of the properties offered 
through public tender by the Regional 
Government of Madrid to develop 
a stable programme of artistic 
residencies.
The space is granted for a total of 10 
years.

In the decade prior to this concession, 
hablarenarte developed some 
twenty initiatives linked to the field 
of residences: from the mediation 
of the first residences in El Ranchito 
Matadero Madrid (2010) to the launch 
of a national network of residences 
linked to collaborative artistic 
practices within the framework of the 
European project CAPP: Collaborative 
Arts Partnership Program (2014-2018). 
We have also experimented with 
various formats, such as Sweet Home 
(2013-2018), a small-scale research 
residency program in domestic spaces.

THE SPACE

https://www.mataderomadrid.org/en/schedule/el-ranchito-0
https://www.mataderomadrid.org/en/schedule/el-ranchito-0
https://www.cappnetwork.com/
https://www.cappnetwork.com/
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/sweet-home-research-residencies-in-domestic-spaces


KITCHEN AND 
EATING AREA

This is the main place 
for meeting during resi-
dents’ meals, taking into 
account the importance 
of these moments of con-
viviality and its key role in 
the creation of affective 
ties.



THREE DOUBLE 
BEDROOMS

Because of the nature 
of our programme, the 
goal is to have several 
residents simultaneously 
living in the house.



The living room is a work 
space for residents and a li-
brary, as well as the setting 
of encounters, workshops, 
group reading, projections, 
artistic clinics, etc.

It is also the meeting place 
for residents and hablare-
narte’s team as curators 
and managers of the 
programme.

MULTIPURPOSE
ROOM



PROJECTS 2019-2020

Eliana Otta (Peru), in a program curated 
by Violeta Janeiro, investigates the emo-
tional contexts produced by crisis. Eliana 
wonders about the ways in which art can 
favour collective mourning processes 
by carrying out activities with different 
activist groups (cleaners, anti-eviction 
groups or elderly people fighting for their 
pensions) who propose alternatives to 
the main life models that operate and ar-
ticulate the cities. At Planta Alta, Eliana 
organized Silent Dinner, a collective exer-
cise of unusual listening.

THE CITY OF BODIES 
THAT ENJOY
September 2019

THE NEW DICTIONARY 
OF OLD IDEAS
November - December 2019

The artists Adela Soucková, Jirí Žák (Czech 
Republic) and Irmina Rusicka (Poland), in 
residence at Planta Alta, work from their 
temporary studios at CentroCentro. During 
their stay, in addition to producing artistic 
works, they investigate the genealogy of 
postmodern identities and their respective 
power infrastructures, always in dialogue 
with the context of Madrid and Spain.

ANTIDOTE
July 2020

RESIDENCIES EXCHANGE
October 2019

Divided into three conceptual axes - think 
doing (workshops), the enjoyment of mee-
ting (playful sessions), and recover the 
street (routes) - we propose six actions led 
by different artists: Javi Álvarez, Andres 
Senra, Uxue Ruiz de Arkaute, the collective 
La Más Bella, Anto Rodríguez and Oscar 
Bueno. These activities come about from 
the intimacy of the domestic to expand 
these reflections into public space just af-
ter the pandemic’s first lockdown.

Cristiana Tejo (Brazil), Jason Waite (USA) 
and Christelle Havranek (France) carry 
out a residency in collaboration with diffe-
rent cultural professionals from Madrid. 
This program, personalized for each in-
ternational visitor, encourages exchanges 
between local and foreign agents around 
common themes and fields of related in-
terest.

ENCURA IV
February – September 2020

Encura is a curatorial research residency 
organized in collaboration with Hangar 
(Barcelona) and running since 2015. In its 
fourth edition, the international open call 
is awarded to Irene Angenica of the Cam-
poBase collective (Turin) to continue their 
research project on the issue of displace-
ment -intended as a shared contemporary 
experience- and to develop a festival with 
artistic, performative and theoretical inter-
ventions.

https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/tagged/laciudaddeloscuerposquedisfrutan
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/tagged/laciudaddeloscuerposquedisfrutan
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/the-new-dictionary-of-old-ideas-residencies-in-prague-and-szczecin
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/the-new-dictionary-of-old-ideas-residencies-in-prague-and-szczecin
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/622248848755163136/july2020
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/publication-residencies-exchange
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/190256429165/irene-angenica
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/190256429165/irene-angenica


PROJECTS 2020 - 2021

This performance program, developed in 
collaboration with the curator Alba Fol-
gado, includes proposals by five artists: 
Veronica Lahitte, Marco Godoy, Paula Va-
lero, Sofia Montenegro and Diego del Pozo 
critically question the emergence of re-
cent socio-political phenomena such as 
the construction of new imaginaries of 
hate, the loss of historical perspective or 
blind faith in the technological progress 
through online routes, audio descriptions, 
postal shipments and displaced 
workshops.

PERIMETRE OF ACTION
October  2020

ENCURA V
January - June 2021

The fifth edition of the international curato-
rial research residency initiated by Hangar 
(Barcelona) and hablarenarte expands its 
resources and adds La Casa Encendida 
(Madrid) as a new institutional partner. In 
this way we multiply the options to genera-
te exchanges with agents in both cities and 
the selected curator. The residency, in this 
occasion, is awarded through an open call 
to curator Núria Gómez Gabriel and her pro-
ject they roam darkly amidst the shadows.

(RE)TURN TO THE PATIO
February 2020 - present

This project invites to rethink and inhabit 
cultural institutions from the perspective 
of children and families. (re)turn to the pa-
tio proposes to enable a space for them 
in which to listen, dialogue and activa-
te different possibilities within the walls 
of the Cultural Center Condeduque. This 
project, based on the methodologies of 
cultural mediation and artistic activation, 
tries to address both physical and emo-
tional questions usually not present in the 
cultural organizations we all inhabit. In 
collaboration with artists and educators 
Cristina Fraser (la Fundició), Paula Vale-
ro, Eva Garrido and Coco Guzman, among 
others. DETOUR

February– July 2021

Detour (Desvío) is organized as a project 
clinic with weekly sessions in which to dis-
cuss the proposals of 5 artists, activists and 
educators selected through an open call. 
Curated by Alejandra Gatti, Violeta Janeiro 
and hablarenarte, Detour is also conceived 
as a place of resistance against a return to 
the “old normality” after the pandemic and is 
co-created by photographer Hanna Jarzabek, 
stage artist José Ramón Hernández, choreo-
grapher Gabriella Riccio and the collectives 
Mercurianas and two_spotters. 

https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/630972755851051008/october-2020
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/643368431134097408/iban-oscuro-por-entre-las-sombras-they-roam
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/revuelta-al-patio-2021-22
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/645274189877723136/we-are-really-excited-about-the-start-of-our


PROJECTS 2021 - 2022

Born from the insides of Planta Alta, this 
publication reflects and is part of all the 
activity that inhabits the space. Including 
debates, reflections, actions and critical 
perspectives, Caravana arises from the 
need to give voice to our journey; the jour-
ney of all those who get on and off this 
caravan that began its journey in 2019 and 
continues today to exist as a space for 
open collaboration, for artistic exploration, 
a space of coexistence and exchange.

CARAVANA NEWSPAPER
Numbers 1 and  2 / 2021

ON A FULL TIME BASIS.
WHEN WORK AND ART PRACTICE COME TOGETHER
October 2021

This public programme includes talks 
and actions by a series of creators who 
consciously use their occupations as fish-
monger, Pilates instructor, cook, taxi driver 
and house painter as part of their artistic 
work. Instead of talking about the artist’s 
working conditions in a self-referential way, 
or simply portraying the problems of work 
in contemporary societies, these workers 
use their own circumstances to rethink the 
relationship between paid work and artistic 
practice.

SCHOOL OF AGEING
June - July 2021

During her residency in Madrid, the ar-
tist Ana Gallardo continues her long-term 
project School of Aging. The proposal is 
articulated through meetings with groups 
of older women and establishes different 
collective learning devices from which 
to question the violence that aging re-
presents within a system that celebrates 
eternal youth and makes loneliness, ill-
ness and death invisible.

NOTAR
January - September 2022

NOTAR is one of the three nodes of the MAR 
platform, organized by the Museo Nacio-
nal Reina Sofía, Daniel and Nina Carasso 
Foundation, and hablarenarte. NOTAR is con-
figured as a residency program with the aim 
of stimulating and consolidating research on 
critical pedagogies, experimental mediation 
and alternative institutionality, as well as the 
collective articulation of a forum/community 
where different initiatives can resonate, con-
verge and be amplified.

http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/caravana-newspaper-1
http://www.hablarenarte.com/es/proyecto/id/periodico-caravana-1
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/on-a-full-time-basis-when-work-and-art-practice-come-together
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/on-a-full-time-basis-when-work-and-art-practice-come-together
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/634419349737848833/hangar-visual-arts-research-and-production-centre
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/653603786359816192/in-residence-ana-gallardo-argentina-1958-is
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/653603786359816192/in-residence-ana-gallardo-argentina-1958-is
http://www.hablarenarte.com/en/proyecto/id/notar-residencies-results
https://planta-alta.tumblr.com/post/645274189877723136/we-are-really-excited-about-the-start-of-our


A project by

We have worked with

International partners

With the support of
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PLANTA ALTA
Plaza de Santa Cruz, 3  
4º izda., 28012 Madrid 
 planta-alta.tumblr.com
www.hablarenarte.com 
Tel. +34 91 308 00 49
 
planta-alta@hablarenarte.com
flavia@hablarenarte.com
administracion@hablarenarte.com

http://planta-alta.tumblr.com
http://www.hablarenarte.com

